
QUESTIONS ON PARASHAT EIKEV 
 
Q-1.  (a) What does Moshe mean by saying, (1) the word “eikev”, in “eikev [you will listen to …]”, to describe the rewards for doing the mitzvot (6 views)? 
(2) [you will be rewarded for following] “mishpatim” (logical laws), but he does not mention “chukim” (decrees) that are hard to understand – should we not 
receive a greater reward for performing chukim than for fulfilling mishpatim? (b) Why do we get the main reward for performing mitzvot in Olam Haba, and 
not in this world? (c) What 10 benefits will one get in this world for doing mitzvot? (d) What 4 rewards are included in “no barren male or female among 
you”? (e) Why is there no vav in the words (1) “zachor” (remember – 7:18)? (2) “avode” (perish – 7:20)? (f) (1) Why did Moshe repeatedly warn Bnei 
Yisrael not be afraid to fight the Cana’anim, to destroy their idols and to not let idolaters to remain in their midst (2 reasons)? (2) Since each of the 7 
Cana’ani nations had a larger population than Bnei Yisrael, how was it possible for Bnei Yisrael  not to fear these nations? (Devarim 7:12-22) 
 
A-1.  (a) (1) Eikev means that you will be rewarded (i) for doing “light” mitzvot that are seemingly unworthy of great reward and that people “tread on with 
their heels”, since the word “eikev” means “heel” (Rashi). (ii) “because” you listen (Ramban). (iii) “in exchange for” listening (Targum Onkelos). (iv) in “the 
end” for doing the mitzvot (ibn Ezra). (v) when you are as humble as a heel that follows the rest of the foot; (vi) for observing the Aseret haDibrot, which 
contains 172 words, and the gematria of the word “eikev” is 172 (Ba’al haTurim). (2) While it is easier to perform mitzvot that we understand, it is still hard 
to do them specifically for the sake of Hashem, and not just for the reason that they are logical, but if you do them specifically for the purpose of serving 
Hashem, Moshe promised that your reward will be great (Sho’el U’meishiv). (b) If we received the full reward for performing a mitzvah in this world, we 
would lose our free will to decide whether to do or not perform mitzvot; (c) Hashem will (1) “love you”, (2) “bless you” with material wealth, (3) “multiply you” 
with many offspring, (4) “bless the fruit of your womb” since you will suffer neither from miscarriages nor from losing children during your lifetime, (5) bless 
your “grain, wine and oil”, (6) bless “the offspring of your cattle and sheep” with health, (7) guarantee that “you will be blessed by the nations”, (8) assure 
that there will be “no barren male or female among you”, (9) “remove all common illnesses from you”, and (10) miraculously, “devour all of the nations” for 
you (Devarim Raba). (d) The men and women of Bnei Yisrael (1) will not be barren and unable to produce children; (2) will not have tefilot that are barren 
and fruitless before Hashem, Who will accept and fulfill them; (3) will not be lacking students of Torah; (4) will not be barren or ignorant of Torah, since all 
of Bnei Yisrael will be knowledgeable enough to refute non-believers (Rokeach). (e) The missing vav, meaning 6, signifies (1) the 600 chariots that 
Pharaoh lost by chasing Bnei Yisrael; (2) the 6 Cana’ani nations that will perish, since the 7th, the Girgashi, fled Eretz Cana’an before Bnei Yisrael arrived 
(Ba’al haTurim). (f) (1) (i) Since Bnei Yisrael were inexperienced fighters who were poised to conquer the well-trained, mighty warriors in Cana’an, who 
were more numerous than them, Moshe told them that since he would not be alive to lead them, only their faith in Hashem will allow them to succeed 
(Devarim Raba). (ii) If Bnei Yisrael were to allow the Cana’anim to worship idols in their midst, as an apparent show of “mercy”, it would prove to be an act 
of cruelty, because eventually the Cana’anim would corrupt Bnei Yisrael and lead them away from learning Torah and performing mitzvot (Siftei Kohen). (2) 
Moshe prophesized that Hashem will reward Bnei Yisrael for performing mitzvot by defeating the Cana’anim, just as He drowned the superior Mitzri army 
(Sforno). 
 
Q-2.  (a) What is “kol ha-mitzvah” (“the entire commandment”) for which Bnei Yisrael will be rewarded (4 views)? (b) (1) (i) Why did Hashem provide Bnei 
Yisrael with mun, instead of regular food, in the midbar (2 reasons)? (2) What did Moshe mean by saying, “man does not live by bread alone, but by each 
Saying from the Mouth of Hashem does man live” (2 explanations)? (c) (1) When does the Torah require reciting Birchat haMazon? (2) How did Chazal 
expand the obligation? (3) What are the 4 berachot of Birchat haMazon, and who instituted each of them? (4) Since Hashem no longer gives us mun, why 
do we still recite the 1st beracha? (5) Why does the 2nd beracha mention the mitzvah (i) of brit mila? (ii) to learn Torah? (6) Why is the 3rd beracha included? 
(7) Why was the 4th beracha added to Birchat haMazon? (d) Why is it customary (1) on weekdays, to remove or cover knives before Birchat haMazon (2 
reasons)? (2) but not on Shabbat and Yom Tov (2 reasons)? (e) (1) From where did Bnei Yisrael get the clothes that they wore in the midbar? (2) From 
where did they get new clothing when they gained or lost weight? (3) What did Bnei Yisrael do when they needed to wash their clothes? (4) Why did Bnei 
Yisrael not get lice from living in the midbar? (5) How did the garments that Bnei Yisrael never changed not have the odor of perspiration? (Devarim 8:2-10)  
 
A-2.  (a) (1) Bnei Yisrael will be rewarded for doing “kol” (all of the components of) each of the mitzvot (Rashi). (2) All of what the Torah requires (Gur 
Aryeh). (3) All 613 mitzvot (Mizrachi). (4) A mitzvah completely, not only by performing it physically but also by embracing it with spiritual meaning (Leikutei 
Ratzba). (b) (1) Mun (i) was spiritual food, that helped Bnei Yisrael absorb Torah wisdom (Ba’al haTurim). (ii) tested if Bnei Yisrael would follow the laws of 
neither leaving any over for the next day nor collecting it on Shabbat (Rashi – Shemot 17:4). (2) (i) Food does not an intrinsic ability to nourish people, but 
Hashem established during the 6 days of Creation that food would, but through Hashem’s Will, food can lose its healthful qualities, and an inedible 
substance can provide nourishment (R. Bechaya). (ii) Bread nourishes one’s body but not his soul, but by learning Torah and performing mitzvot, his soul 
gains life in this world and in Olam Haba (Da’at Zekeinim). (c) (1) After eating bread and being satiated; (2) they required reciting Birchat haMazon even 
after one eats only a kezayit that does not satisfy him (Berachot 20b). (3) (i) Birchat haZan (blessing Hashem Who nourishes all), instituted by Moshe when 
Bnei Yisrael received the mun; (ii) Birchat ha’Aretz (blessing the land), instituted by Yehoshua when Bnei Yisrael entered Eretz Yisrael; (iii) Birchat 
Yerushalayim (blessing for peace in Yerushalayim), instituted by David and Shlomo; (iv) Birchat haTov ve’haMeitiv (blessing Hashem Who is kind and 
does good), instituted by Chazal after the fall of Beitar, when Hadrian banned the burying of the corpses of those who died, but the cadavers miraculously 
did not decay (Berachot 48b). (4) Even though we now labor to secure our sustenance, we acknowledge that just as Hashem provided the mun as food for 
Bnei Yisrael, it is though His Will that we are able to sustain ourselves and have food (Hirsch). (5) (i) Hashem gave us Eretz Yisrael in the merit of Bnei 
Yisrael doing the mitzvah of mila; (ii) the ultimate purpose of possessing Eretz Yisrael is to study Torah and to observe His mitzvot there; (6) we ask that 
Yerushalayim and the Beit haMikdash be rebuilt so that we can properly fulfill all of the mitzvot (Shibolei Haleket). (7) Hashem ensured the survival of Bnei 
Yisrael through open miracles like the mun for which the 1st beracha was composed and the open miracles in the Beit haMikdash for which the 3rd beracha 
was composed, and while after the churban, many thought that Hashem no longer supported Bnei Yisrael, the open miracle at Beitar was a sign of His 
presence with Bnei Yisrael even in galut (Meshech Chachma). (d) (1) (i) The table signifies the mizbei’ach, which lengthened one’s life when he offered 
korbanot, but metal knives, which can be used to shorten life, do not belong on it; (ii) once, a man, who was benching, reached Birchat Yerushalayim, and 
he was so overcome with anguish over the churban that he stabbed himself in the stomach – Chazal then decreed that knives be removed (Mishna Berura 
180:5). (2) (i) Since the table signifies the mizbei’ach that could not be built on Shabbat and Yom Tov, we do not cover knives on those days; (ii) since he 
stabbed himself on a weekday, Chazal made the decree for weekdays only (Ba’er Heitev). (e) (1) At matan Torah, the angels gave Bnei Yisrael 
supernatural garments that never wore out; (2) their garments grew with them, just as the shell of a snail grows with it; (3) the Clouds of Glory rubbed them 
until they became clean and white; (4) just as the corpses of Bnei Yisrael miraculously were not touched by worms, insects did not bother them while they 
were alive; (5) the well of Miriam caused sweet-smelling grass to sprout where Bnei Yisrael camped, and when they rested on it, they had the scent of 
sweet perfume (Devarim Raba).   
 
Q-3.  (a) Which 2 factors would (1) enable Bnei Yisrael to beat the Cana’anim? (2) not assist them in defeating the Cana’anim ? (b) Why is the word 
“luchot” (tablets) not spelled with a 2nd vav? (c) Why does (i) 9:15 say that Moshe held the 2 tablets in both hands, but (ii) Shemot 34:4 says in one hand (2 
views)? (d) Why did Moshe smash the luchot?  (Devarim 9:4-5,9,15-19) 
 
A-3.  (a) (1) (i) The evil of the Cana’anim and (ii) the merit of the avot (Rashi). (2) The (i) strength and (ii) virtue of Bnei Yisrael (Ramban). (b) It can be read 
in the singular, telling us that both tablets miraculously weighed exactly the same, even though the 2nd had fewer words (Rashi). (c) (1) (i) When Moshe 
descended from Har Sinai with the 1st pair of luchot, the cheit ha’eigel weakened him, and he needed both hands to carry them, but (ii) when he ascended 
with the 2nd pair of luchot, Hashem already had told him that He forgave the sin of the cheit ha’eigel, and this reinvigorated Moshe, and he needed only one 
hand to carry them; (2) (i) Hashem made the 1st pair of luchot in heaven, but when Bnei Yisrael sinned, the luchot “tried to ascend” to heaven, and Moshe 
needed to use both hands, one to hold them from falling, and the other to keep them from flying up, but (ii) since Moshe made the 2nd pair of luchot from 



earthly stone, he was able to hold both in one hand (Pirkei deRebi Eliezer). (d) Moshe saw that the luchot were a seal of the bond between Hashem and 
Bnei Yisrael, and if they received the luchot, they would be put in the position of an adulterous married woman who deserved death – he therefore assured 
that they did not receive the luchot, so that Hashem would judge them more mercifully (Rokeach).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
Q-4.  (a) On what date did Moshe (1) go up to Har Sinai to ask for a pardon for the cheit ha’eigel (2 views)? (2) descend after Hashem reconciled with Bnei 
Yisrael? (3) go up again to Har Sinai? (4) bring down the 2nd luchot? (b) What was the sin committed by Aharon with respect to the cheit ha’eigel (3 views)? 
(c) (1) Why did Moshe not relate now how he made Bnei Yisrael drink the water containing the dust of the eigel? (2) What was Moshe hinting to Bnei 
Yisrael by telling them how fervently he prayed on their behalf after the cheit ha’eigel? (d) While recounting Hashem’s giving the 2 sets of luchot, why did 
Moshe recall Aharon’s death (2 reasons)? (e) Why did Hashem command Moshe to carve out the 2nd luchot, unlike the 1st luchot, which He Himself had 
carved out? (Devarim 9:18-20,10:6) 
 
A-4.  (a) (1) (i) On 18 Tamuz, the day after Moshe broke the luchot (Rashi – Shemot 33:10), or on 19 Tamuz (Tosafot haRash); (2) on 28 Av or 29 Av, after 
Moshe spent 40 days praying to Hashem to forgive Bnei Yisrael for the cheit; (3) on Rosh Chodesh Elul, the next day; (4) on 10 Tishrei, Yom Kippur, after 
Hashem taught Moshe the Torah for 40 days (Rashi/Rokeach). (b) Aharon (1) while intending to delay making the eigel until Moshe returned, wrongly 
listened to the sinners who demanded that he make the eigel (Rashi). (2) Sinned publicly by not sacrificing his life, rather than make avoda zara, like Chur 
did (Rokeach). (3) Acted le-sheim shamayim but inadvertently caused Bnei Yisrael to sin (R. Bechaya). (c) (1) it would have been a great shame for Bnei 
Yisrael to be reminded that Hashem had treated them like sotahs, wives suspected of committing adultery, who were required to drink bitter water 
(Rokeach). (2) Moshe hoped that when Bnei Yisrael heard how much he prayed for atonement for their cheit ha’eigel, they would pray for him to Hashem 
that He allow him to enter Eretz Yisrael, but Bnei Yisrael did not understand what he wanted, and they did not pray for him (Devarim Raba). (d) Moshe 
hinted that the death of a tzadik (1) is as tragic as breaking the 1st luchot; (2) atones for the community, like Yom Kippur does, just as the 2nd luchot, which 
Moshe brought to Bnei Yisrael on Yom Kippur, showed Hashem’s forgiveness for the cheit ha’eigel (Yerushalmi Yoma 1:5). (e) After Bnei Yisrael had 
attained great kedusha at matan Torah, they lost their spiritual greatness as a result of their cheit, but when Moshe carved out the 2nd earthly luchot and 
Hashem inscribed them, Moshe taught them that if they made the effort to purify their own hearts, Hashem would inscribe words of Torah on them, and 
they should not despair of achieving closeness again to Hashem (Tiferet Tzion). 
 
Q-5.  (a) (1) What are the 2 types of “fear of Hashem”? (2) Which kind of fear is discussed in 10:12? (b) (1) What did Moshe mean when he said that 
fearing Hashem is an easy matter? (2) Which 4 of the 613 mitzvot do we learn from “Fear Hashem, serve Him, cling to Him and swear by His Name” 
(10:20)? (3) From where do we learn that one is required to recite 100 blessings each day? (c) Under Torah law, (1) what is the minimum obligation in 
10:20 for fulfilling the mitzvah of tefila? (2) how often is tefila required (2 views)? (d) In what 2 ways (1) does tefila benefit us? (2) should one prepare to 
make his tefilot acceptable? (Devarim 10:12,20) 
 
A-5.  (a) (1) (i) Fear of punishment, since Hashem punishes each person for every sin that he commits; (ii) fear resulting from reverence and awe, when 
one recognizes his own lowliness and the greatness of Hashem; (2) reverence and awe, while 11:6 discusses fear of punishment (Ran). (b) (1) Moshe had 
achieved such a degree of self-control that fear of Hashem was natural and effortless for him (Berachot 33b). (2) To (i) fear Hashem (Sefer haChinuch – 
Mitzvah 432). (ii) pray to Him (Mitzvah 433). (iii) connect with talmidei chachamim (Mitzvah 434). (iv) swear by His Name when needed (Mitzvah 435). (3) 
Verse 10:12, which contains 100 letters, asks, “mah Hashem Elockecha sho’el mei’imcha?” (what does Hashem ask of you?), but the word “mah” (what) 
can be read as “mei’ah” (100), meaning, “100 (blessings) Hashem asks of you (Berachot 33b). (c) (1) Making requests of Hashem in one’s own words; (2) 
(i) once every day (Rambam – Hilchot Tefila 1:1). (ii) In a time of trouble (Ramban). (d) (1) It (i) causes Hashem to grant our appropriate requests; (ii) 
elevates us spiritually by forcing us to reaffirm that Hashem is all-powerful and able to fulfill our requests (Mitzvah 433). (2) Before davening, one should (i) 
cleanse his mind of foreign thoughts and picture himself standing before the Shechina (Hilchot Tefila 4:16). (ii) make sure he knows the meaning of the 
words of the tefilot (R. Yona).   
 
Q-6.  (a) Why did Moshe mention Hashem’s punishing Datan and Aviram, but not His punishing Korach? (b) Why is the word “mei-reishit” (from [the year’s] 
start – 11:12) spelled without an alef (2 views)? (c) Why does the Shema’s 2nd paragraph command us to serve Hashem “with all your heart and all your 
soul,” since the 1st paragraph of the Shema (Devarim 6:5) already said this? (d) (1) Here, Moshe says, “You shall gather your grain, your wine and your 
oil,” which indicates that one should work to earn a parnasa, while Yehoshua 1:8 says, “This Torah book shall not leave your mouth, rather, study it day 
and night”, which indicates that one should spend all of his time learning Torah – may one stop learning Torah in order to earn a parnasa (2 views)? (2) 
Which of these 2 views is correct? (e) From where do we learn that one is required to feed his animals before he is allowed to eat? (f) What do the last 7 
words of 11:16, which all end with the letter mem, signify? (g) (1) Why do the commands of tefilin and mezuza follow the threat of exile from Eretz Yisrael? 
(2) Why is the command to put mezuzot on doorposts followed by the promise “in order to prolong your lives and the lives of your children” (2 view)? 
(Devarim 11:6,12-21)  
 
A-6.  (a) Since Korach’s sons repented and were still alive, Moshe would have embarrassed them by mentioning their father’s deeds, but nothing was left 
of the families of Datan and Aviram (Melo Ha’omer). (b) (1) Without the alef, “reishit” is related to the word “raush” (poor person), which indicates that those 
who approach Hashem on Rosh Hashana like a pauper begging for food will have a prosperous year (Rosh Hashana 16b). (2) In the dispute about 
whether the year starts in Nisan or in Tishrei (Rosh Hashana 10b-11a), the word “mei-reishit”, without the alef, can be rearranged to spell “mei-Tishrei” 
(from Tishrei), proving the year starts in Tishrei (Ba’al haTurim). (c) The command in the 1st paragraph of the Shema is in the singular, requiring an 
individual to do all of the mitzvot that apply to him or her, but the command in the 2nd paragraph is in the plural, which obligates the community to do all of 
the communal mitzvot (Rashi). (d) (1) (i) Yes, according to R. Yishmael – in addition to talmud Torah, one should spend time to earn a parnasa, as Moshe 
said, so as to avoid having to abandon Torah study to beg for tzedaka, since a parnasa ensures the continued opportunity to learn Torah; (ii) no, according 
to R. Shimon bar Yochai, since, when one learns Torah only, Hashem will arrange that his parnasa be provided by others who will gather his crops for him 
(Berachot 35b). (2) Many, who have followed the teachings of R. Shimon bar Yochai and spent all of their time learning Torah, have failed, and only unique 
individuals, who are perfect tzadikim, were able to emulate the example of R. Shimon bar Yochai, but the majority fared better by adhering to the maxim of 
R. Yishmael and taking out some time to earn a parnasa (Shabbat 33b). (e) 11:15 says, “I [Hashem] will give grass in your field to your cattle”, followed by 
“you will eat and be satisfied”, indicating that one must feed his animals before he himself eats (Berachot 40a). (f) The letter mem sounds like the word 
“moom” (blemish), referring to the 7 mumim of avoda zara that are stated in Tehilim 115:5-7, i.e., (1) the mouths of idols cannot speak, (2) their eyes 
cannot see, (3) their ears cannot hear, (4) their noses cannot smell, (5) their hands cannot feel, (6) their feet cannot walk, (7) their throats cannot make a 
sound (Ba’al haTurim). (g) (1) This teaches that in exile, Bnei Yisrael must do all of mitzvot that are not specifically bound to the land, like tefilin and 
mezuza, so that they will be familiar with these mitzvot when they return to the land (Rashi). (2) (i) Doing the mitzvah of mezuza merits one to have a long 
life; (ii) failing to do the mitzvah of mezuza meticulously can lead to tragedy for one’s children (Shabbat 32b).     
 
Q-7.  In the haftara, why does the Navi say, re: the galut, “Look at Avraham your father and Sarah who bore you” (3 views)?  (Yeshayahu 51:2)   
 
A-7.  Just as Hashem (a) exiled Avraham and Sarah from their birthplace but later exalted them, so He will exalt Bnei Yisrael after the galut (Rashi). (b) 
blessed Avraham and Sarah with many offspring, He will bless Bnei Yisrael in this way after the galut; (c) Avraham and Sarah despaired having a son, but 
Hashem “remembered” and gave them a son – so will Bnei Yisrael despair of meriting the geula, but He will “remember” and redeem them (Radak).  


